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Tobacco 
(Part I of a Two-Part Article) 


One of the greatest exploitations 
of modern life has been the pro- 
motion by the great tobacco mo- 
nopolies of the use of tobacco, Cen- 
sure of smoking is not the purvose 
of this report. Many sincere Chris- 
tians use tobacco; many just as 
sincere condemn its use. We leave 
the matter of the use of tobacco 
to the individual conscience. 


Profits and Health 


The purpose of our report is to 
reveal how the powerful commer- 
cial tobacco trusts have prevented 
the public from knowing the truth 
about the relationship of tobacco 
and health—certainly a vital issue 
in our national life. The fact is 
that many startling, important 
statements have been made and 
findings reported by authorities 
showing the widespread harm done 
by excessive and even moderate 
smoking. Yet not one line of such 
information is allowed to reach the 
American public for fear that it 
will hurt tobacco profits. The mil- 
lions of dollars spent on press and 
radio advertising by the tobacco 
trusts have brought a condition 
to pass where the public health is 
second to dividends! 

And may we point out the fact 
that withholding and obstructing 
truth is not the only crime of the 
tobacco trusts, They have deceived, 
lied, made false statements and 
presented fraudulent claims and 
testimonies, These matters are a 
matter of government record and 
have resulted in Federal action. 
Between The Lines has reported 
many such instances. 

But, as we have stated, the to- 
bacco interests have used the tre- 
mendous pressure of their adver- 
tising to keep the American people 
from being told the truth. Jack 
Dempsey and Gene Tunney both 
condemn smoking as detrimental 
to health; both have refused to 
sign testimonials for pay and have 
said so in public addresses. Scores 
of famous athletes and athletic 
coaches take the same position, 
but we never hear that side of the 
story. 


Women and Smoking 


Then, for instance, what would 
(Continued on next page) 


1 punenentaay) CAUSED AN AWFUL UPROAR in Washington re- 

cently by discovering that the New Dealers did not originate the 
plowing-under technique which has been so long associated with the 
Roosevelt - Henry Wallace economic viewpoint. The first plowing- 
under program was initiated under the Republicans, during the Hoover 
administration!! This is more interesting evidence of how names and 
labels are followed and worshipped today instead of truth and facts. 


X-Ray and Forecast 


HE CRIME AGAINST AMERICAN YOUTH. The American 

youth is the finest youth in the world. He makes the most able 
student, he leads the world in scientific advancement. Few realize how 
many of the scientists who have spun the world on its ears in the past 
few months are youngsters still in their twenties. American young 
people make great athletes,—great when they win, just as great when 
they lose. Did you know that many nations can’t have competitive 
sports because their teams can’t take a loss? They become ill-tempered, 
dejected beyond the power to compete, or break out in riots of hatred 
and revenge against their opponents. But who has not thrilled to the 
glory of a team of American youth that has lost a struggle but main- 
tains a spirit so magnificent that the victors eagerly and joyously share 
the splendor of the hour with the defeated! 

That is American youth,—able, high in spirit and splendid in soul, 
—when given the chance to be! 

American youth has another chief characteristic which is the key 
to all the above. It is resilient and responsive to leadership in a sensi- 
tive—dangerously sensitive—way. 

During the past few months the American press has been flooded 
with articles and reports of the scandalous behavior of young American 
troops abroad. They have been accused of a thousand crimes and have 
been repeatedly blamed for causing international difficulties by their 
immoral actions. There is no doubt about their misdeeds . . . 

But we lift our voices in protest over the shameless covering up 
of the real truth and the suppression of the real causes of this condition. 

The breakdown of morale and morals on an unprecedented scale 
is now an open fact. The venereal disease rate has jumped to 264 
cases per thousand men in Germany,—the highest record in our mili- 
tary history. One American soldier in four is sick with a venereal 
disease! The conduct of many American troops on the streets, both in 
Germany and Japan, is such that the wives of American military men 
have had to wear identifying armbands “to protect them from the vul- 
garities and obscenities with which American troops greet local wom- 
en,” to quote from an AP dispatch. 

Who is to blame? There has been a shameful suppression of news 
at this point. By all civilian standards and military precedence the men 
in command are responsible of course. Yet instead of being reprim- 
anded, court-martialed or brought to account in some other way, they 
have been promoted! These men in command, and the forces working 
secretly behind them, are responsible to the parents of the boys them- 
selves. This is true legally, militarily and morally. These boys were 
nearly all at least moderately well-behaved youngsters when they left 


(continued on next page) 


RFC Financing 


Uncle Sam’s Reconstruction Fi- 
nance Corporation is the world’s 
largest corporation. It was _ set 
up by President Hoover, and when 
the New Deal came along, big 
business in America wanted to 
make sure it would be kept un- 
der control of the “highest type 
of business direction,” so Jesse 
Jones, who had become Texas’ 
multimillionaire by acting as 
“front” for Standard Oil opera- 
tions in the Southwest, was ap- 
pointed director. When Jones was 
put out, another “safe” big busi- 
ness name was appointed—Bank- 
er Henderson. 

Recently, a story of fantastic 
mismanagement and criminal neg- 
ligence within the RFC was dis- 
closed to Congress by Comptroller 
General Lindsay C. Warren— 
whose word and record stand au- 
thoritatively and above challenge 
as watch dog over public funds. 
Comptroller Warren’s report re- 
vealed that it is impossible to dis- 
cover how the money made avail- 
able to the RFC was distributed 
since no detailed accounts were 
kept. Something like $7,000,000,- 
000 was loaned to various cor- 
porations, but the RFC made no 
record of how much money went 
to each. RFC _ subsidiaries—the 
Defense Supplies Company, Met- 
als Reserve Company, and U. S. 
Commercial Company — received 
$800,000,000, but did not report 
how the money was used. Billions 
of dollars were loaned out by the 
RFC subsidiary, the Defense 
Plants Corporation, for which no 
accounting was made. 

The Comptroller’s report shows 
that the RFC “relied entirely on 
the integrity of utility companies” 
to return the money loaned them 
by the government for war plant 
construction. The RFC accepted 
any money the companies might 
return, but evidently made nod at- 
tempt to collect refunds of gov- 
ernment money. And because no 
adequate set of books was kept, 
the profits or losses incurred by 
the RFC or its subsidiaries sre 
“impossible to ascertain.” 

The RFC, through the War As- 
sets Corporation, was responsible, 
until recently, for surplus govern- 


(continued on last page) 





Tobacco 


(Continued) 

happen if, opposite a full page 
cigarette ad subtly promoting the 
use of cigarettes by women, an 
article should appear telling that 
Joseph Byrns, director of the Na- 
tional Beauty Shop Owners Asso- 
ciation, openly says that his wide 
observation in beauty matters in- 
dicates that a woman’s features 
grow sharper and more taut as 
smoking fastens on her, The skin 
becomes sallow, the lips much less 
soft! Mr. Byrns has also said that 
his words have never been _per- 
mitted to be quoted on the beauty 
page of any paper! 

Medical authorities also speak 
of the effect of cigarettes on a 
woman’s beauty. Professor Arnold 
Lorand of Carlsbad, a respected 
European physician, wrote that he 
was amazed to find that a great 
number of his patients, women fa- 
mous all over Europe for their 
beauty, had become prematurely 
old in a few short years because 
of cigarette smoking. 


Statistical Evidence 

The best job we have seen of 
compiling the data of tobacco vs. 
health ig done in a booklet by a 
physician, Daniel H. Kress. From 
Dr. Kress’ report we gather sev- 
eral interesting and enlightening 
items, 

Laboratory tests were made by 
Professor Raymond Pear] of Johns 
Hopkins University to determine 
the relationship between tobacco 
smoking and length of life. A re- 
port made of the life histories of 
more than 120,000 persons, includ- 
ing the influence of heredity in 
tuberculosis, cancer and other dis- 
eases, was studied for informa- 
tion as to the effect of tobacco 
smoking. These statistics revealed 
that, up to the age of fifty, the 
death rate for heavy smokers is 
more than double that for non- 
smokers. The number of non-smok- 
ers who live to their seventieth 
birthday is half again as many as 
of the heavy smokers of the same 
age. Little difference in the death 
rate after seventy was noted— 
smokers who live to be seventy 
apparently build up considerable 
resistance to the poisons in to- 
bacco. 

In summing up his findings, 
Professor Pearl said: “In this siz- 
able material, the smoking of to- 
bacco was statistically associated 
with an impairment of life dura- 
tion, and the amount of degree of 
this impairment increased as the 
habitual amount of smoking in- 
creased.” 

The United States Naval Acad- 
emy at Annapolis had a rule 
against smoking which cadets tra- 
ditionally ignored. The Academy 
authorities made tests, proved be- 
yond dispute that tobacco is harm- 
ful to heart power, muscle strength 
and mental ability, and the rule 
against smoking was enforced, 
Medical Opinion 

Dr. Kress’ report on tobacco 
and health quotes leading Ameri- 
cans and their opinions on tobacco. 
The great electrical genius and 

(Continued in third column) 


X-Ray and Forecast (continued) 


home for military training. In a few months they were pushed through 
a system of training that is proving itself to be one of the most irre- 
sponsible, inadequate and totally amoral, if not immoral, systems of 
handling youth the modern world has seen. 

We are judging only by results. Can you think of anything to 
match it? The other institutions and systems that work with youth— 
Boy Scouts, YMCA, state colleges, universities, schools of engineering 
—also all take young men from all walks of life. But have any of them 
ever turned out their product in terms of such swarms of young men 
who became habitual drunkards, who were taught to believe that any 
woman is their prey, and one-fourth of whom are infected with a ven- 
ereal disease? 

Everyone who knows the Army knows that a far too large propor- 
tion of brass hats believes the axiom expressed publicly not long ago 
by an American general, “A soldier needs liquor and women to be a 
fighting man.” We know that many of the brass accept this axiom 
because it is the pattern of their behavior. 

Is this a sample of the War Department’s universal military train- 
ing program for youth! It looks as if the War Department has become 
the chief center for the promotion of the sale of liquor in the nation, 
and the chief promoter of the business of prostitution on a world- 
wide scale. 

If that statement needs to be proved, look at the record. The 
history breaking venereal disease record in the Army and all it implies 
stands as pretty raw and undebatable proof. But as everyone knows, 
the VD business is closely linked with something else. Literally mil- 
lions of lads, who had not drunk before, have become obnoxious 
drunkards. Their behavior has become an international problem, ad- 
mitted as such openly in military circles. They executed a lad in Wash- 
ington, D. C., the other day for strangling a girl to death in one of 
the city’s parks. He died crying that he was innocent. He was not 
innocent, but he was not responsible for his crime. He was roaring 
drunk when he committed the deed, but to the everlasting shame of 
our cowardly press, bought off by liquor advertising money, the fact 
that he had been drunk was kept hushed up. 

That certain group of politicians and brass hats in and around 
our War Department should have witnessed that execution,—those 
certain gentlemen whose hands have felt the touch of money coming 
to them quietly, either from their own investments in liquor or for 
“cuts” passed on to them in one of the thousand little slick ways “cuts” 
have been passed back and forth in the past few years. Their little part- 
time job was to see to it that the liquor got through to the boys even if 
medicine didn’t, if sometimes ammunition didn’t, if there was no milk, 
not even water. But the liquor got through! It must have taken a 
lot of special care around the War Department to give such efficient 
cooperation to the liquor monopoly during the life and death struggle 
days of the war! But the cooperation was given, and of course it is 
only rational to assume that the cooperators were well paid. 

These are harsh words. But we've been hanging boys in Wash- 
ington, in San Francisco and Chicago. We’ve been putting thousands 
in jail in Germany and Japan. That is harsh, too. 

Don’t you think the men in Washington who are really to blame 
should have a little light thrown on them too? 

These words will be read by thousands of ministers and educators 
and laymen. We hope they start a ripple that will grow into a tidal 
wave. 


Os AND DIPLOMACY. Keep a sharp eye on the American-British 

negotiations on Palestine. Much of the real nature of these nego- 
tiations is being suppressed, but the real issue that the British have been 
secretly and skillfully working on ever since the end of the war is to 
get American armed forces involved with the British in supposedly 
controlling the situation and protecting the Jews. 

As every student of diplomacy knows, that is not the truth. The 
British are not “protecting the Jews.” They have been trading Jewish 
blood for Arabian oil for years. What the London empire interests 
want is to begin the process of involving American arms in the Near 
East to strengthen British interests against Russian pressure—pressure 
which is growing daily in Arabian ranks. 

The first step of this diplomatic pattern was to enlarge American 
oil interests in the Near East. This the Wall Street oil monopolists 

(continued on next page) 
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inventor, Thomas A. Edison, said: 
“Cigarette smoke has a violent 
action on the nerve centers, pro- 
ducing a degeneration of the cells 
of the brain, which is quite rapid 
among boys; unlike most narcotics 
this degeneration is permanent and 
uncontrollable. No man or boy 
who smokes cigarettes can work 
in my laboratories. In my opinion 
there are enough degenerates in 
the world without manufacturing 
more by means of cigarettes.” 

The famous medica] authority, 
Dr. William J, Mayo, told a group 
of eminent surgeons, “Gentlemen, 
it is customary, as we all know, 
to pass around cigars after din- 
ner, but I shall not do it. I do not 
smoke, and I do not approve of 
smoking. If you will notice, you 
will see that the practice is going 
out among the ablest surgeons, 
the men at the top. No surgeon 
can afford to smoke.” 

One of the country’s leading 
surgeons, Dr. John Harvey Kel- 
logg, reports: 

“The burning of tobacco in pipe, 
cigar, or cigarettes gives rise to 
various substances which are not 
originally found in the tobacco 
leaf. According to Dr, J. Dixon 
Mann, . tobacco smoke con- 
tains a formidable list of poisons, 
among which are the following: 
nicotine, pyridine bases, ammonia, 
methylamine, prussic acid, carbon 
monoxide, sulphuretted hydrogen, 
carbolic acid. The United States 
Dispensatory notes in addition to 
the above: marsh gas, lutidine, 
collidine, parvoline, coridin, rubi- 
dine, viridine, Three other poisons 
—pyrrol, formic aldehyde, and fur- 
fural—are mentioned by Arnold. 

“It thus appears that tobacco 
smoke contains not less than nine- 
teen poisons, every one of which 
is capable of producing deadly ef- 
fects. Several of these, nicotine, 
prussic acid, carbon monoxide, and 
pyridine are deadly in very small 
doses, so that the smoker cannot 
possibly escape their toxic effects.” 


Tobacco a Heart Poison 

Physiologists all agree that to- 
bacco is a heart poison, states Dr. 
Kress. Repeated tests prove that 
the smoker’s heart beats on an 
average of nine beats faster dur- 
ing smoking, is more irregular 
than the nonsmoker’s, and is slow- 
er in returning to normal after 
exercise. Heart diseases such as 
angina pectoris and pseudoangina 
pectoris occur in smokers much 
oftener than in nonsmokers, Blood 
pressure rises after smoking be- 
cause of the nicotine in tobacco, 
and can rise from ten to twenty 
points after the smoking of three 
cigarettes. Dr. Kress goes on to 
say: 

“The detrimental effect of to- 
bacco on the heart and the ar- 
teries is undoubtedly one of the 
causes of the startling increase in 
cardiovascular ailments these days. 
Many a man’s death certificate 
reads simply ‘apoplexy’ or ‘heart 
failure,’ when it should read ‘apo- 
plexy’ or ‘heart failure caused by 


(continued on next page) 
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(Continued) 
the long-continued use of nico- 
tine.’ 

“But some one will say, ‘If to- 
bacco is, after all, such a deadly 
thing, how is it that smokers do 
not die more quickly than they 
do?’ Simply because of the brave 
fight certain organs put up to dis- 
pose of the poisons as they are 
continually brought into the body. 
The best evidence of the effect of 
tobacco is to be seen when the 
first smoke is taken. Headache, 
nausea, and vomiting occur, But 
if the habit is persisted in, the 
body gradually builds up a ‘toler- 
ance’.” 

This tolerance does not mean 
an immunity to nicotine but means 
that, although the nicotine con- 
tinues to be harmful, the unpleas- 
ant reactions cease and the body 
tries to make the best of a bad 
situation. As we all know, one of 
the miracles of the body is its 
powers of adaptation—even to 
those things which finally destroy 
it. 

Ulcers and Tuberculosis 

The eminent British surgeon, Sir 
Berkeley Moynihan, declares that 
tobacco smoking is a large factor 
in producing ulcer of the stomach. 
The large amount of hydrochloric 
acid produced in the stomach by 
nicotine stimulates the formation 
of ulcers and retards their heal- 
ing once they are formed. Duo- 
denal ulcers can also be traced in 
many cases to the effects of smok- 
ing and many famous medical 
clinics refuse to treat gastric and 
duodenal ulcers unless the patient 
will stop smoking. 

Tuberculosis sufferers are con- 
siderably affected by tobacco poi- 
sons and their recovery depends in 
large measure upon their willing- 
ness to stop smoking, All respira- 
tory diseases are more common 
among tobacco users than among 
abstainers. This effect can be laid 
to the fact that tobacco smoke, 
when inhaled, is brought into con- 
tact with the mucuous lining of 
the lungs, the mouth, the nose and 
related air passages. This mucuous 
lining covers an area of from eight 
hundred to two thousand square 
feet, over which the entire volume 
of the blood is spread every three 
minutes. When tobacco smoke is 
brought into contact with all this 
delicate membrane, tobacco poi- 
sons easily pass through it into the 
blood. Cigarette smoking, there- 
fore, is especially injurious for 
cigarette smoke is usually inhaled. 
Two or three deep inhalations of 
cigarette smoke, says Dr. Kress, 
introduce a greater amount of 
poison than would be introduced 
into the blood in the ordinary way 
of smoking in fifteen or twenty 
minutes, 

(Part Il will appear in the next issue) 


Education 
“Vast resources” are being put 
into the development of the Brit- 
ish and Russian school systems, 
whereas the United States edu- 
cational system is being allowed 
(Continued in third column) 
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There is a profound revelation of God in what man has learned about 
the atom. This infinitesimal atom has within it another body so small 
that if the atom were as big as our world, this other body,—this nucleus, 
—would be the size of an apple! But this tiniest of all concepts,—the 
nucleus, is made up of pure and unlimited power. It has heat, light, en- 
ergy in it, and it is in everything and everywhere,—in wood and stone as 
much as in the very air you breathe. What a blow to the skeptics who 
for centuries have mocked religion because it was beyond man’s power to 
analyze. Add to this unlimited power found in the smallest concept 
known to man,—the also unlimited intelligence and interrelated laws 
known to permeate all things in the universe, and you have come close to 
what believing men have always known of God. Faith and experience 
under a microscope as well as in the human heart have now become fused 
in the one great fact of God. 





X-Ray and Forecast (Continued) 


were eager to do, for the Near East oil treasure is great. These oil 
interests in Wall Street are consequently responsible for the pressure on 
our State Department to follow through on the British request for 
military assistance in the Near East. The real nature of the whole 
matter is being carefully kept from public knowledge. 


| unis CHOICE. An American Army doctor, recently returned 

from Iran where he had served formerly as a missionary, gives a 
report confirming information with which we have already provided 
our readers and which has been so contrary to the usual propaganda- 
controlled press reports. This doctor says that Iranian peasants are 
nearly all pro-Soviet and that this is also true of Iranian minorities. 
The Iranian Azerbaijan peasants really want to join Soviet Azerbaijan, 
and the doctor believes that Azerbaijan peasants would be better off 
under Soviet rule than would the peasants in the rest of Iran. 

He also believes that Iranian government blindness to landlordism 
and exploitation will drive all Iran into the Soviet Union. “The Iran- 
ian government doesn’t see the peasant even now,” he said. “He is the 
poorest man on earth, with a crust of bread to eat and a rag to cover 
his body.” 

The doctor expains how this corrupt tyranny of Iran has been 
supported and dominated by British money for many years—a fact 
the American press has flatly refused to reveal to the American people. 

The Russians are continuing their policy of appealing secretly to 
the impoverished people in the entire Persian area of Iran, Turkey, 
Armenia, Afghanistan where British and French empire influences 
dominate. Soviet agents offer the landlord-ridden and depressed peas- 

(continued on next page) 
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(Continued) 
to “deteriorate,” reported Dr. 
Ralph McDonald, executive secre- 
tary of the National Education 
Association recently. Dr, McDon- 
ald said: 

“Russia in her economic pov- 
erty spends the equivalent of $13,- 
000,000,000, or 20 per cent of her 
national] income, for education. 
We in our enormous wealth spend 
less than $3,000,000,000, or less 
than 2 per cent of our income on 
education. In the world-wide 
struggle between democracy and 
communism as ways of life, the 
outcome will be determined by 
education, not by force; the vic- 
tor will be the teacher; not the 
soldier. 

‘During the war years, England 
and Russia did not subject their 
teachers and special students to 
the draft because those nations 
considered the maintenance of 
their schools to be very important. 
In the United States, however, we 
consumed our seed corn with bar- 
barous abandon through selective 
service policies of immeasurable 
folly which left our colleges al- 
most empty of men.’ 


War Waste 
Construction 


We will never know what the 
past war really cost. A Federal 
grand jury recently reported on 
the building of Camp Shanks in 
New York. While no indictments 
were brought, because “war con- 
ditions made wastage inevitable,” 
the camp was reported to have 
cost over 40 million dollars instead 
of the 22 million dollar estimate. 
Union racketeering in collecting 
fees, kickbacks, graft and theft on 
the part of contractors, wide- 
spread loafing on government 
time, organized gambling and 
prostitution surrounding the Fed- 
eral property were all admitted in 
the jury findings. Authorities in 
the government are _ convinced 
that the 18 million extra dollars of 
cost were the penalty the public 
paid for this carnival of graft. 
Yet the grand jury said that war- 
time conditions made post-war 
prosecution impractical! Do they 
mean “politically impractical” ? 
Shipping 

A government audit also re- 
vealed that an examination of the 
Maritime Commission (war ship- 
ping) showed erroneous payments 
for charter hire to ship owners of 
$844,000. There was failure to re- 
cord more than $350,000,000 due 
for transportation of lend-lease 
shipments. Vessels worth $63,000,- 
000, lost at sea, were still carried 
as assets. It has been pointed out 
in Congress that faulty bookkeep- 
ing does not mean that all the 
money went secretly to big 
American shipping interests... 
only part of it, perhaps 100 to 150 
million dollars worth! 


Surplus 
Army surplus materials, and no 
doubt a comparable amount of 
Navy material, worth $15,000,000,- 
(continued on next page) 
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000 are rotting and rusting at Pa- 
cific bases. A portion of this sur- 
plus consists of nonconvertible 
war equipment like tanks and 
munitions, but most of it could be 
used to relieve serious shortages 
both here and abroad. One ex- 
planation given for this wanton 
waste is that the materials, if re- 
turned to the United States for 
sale, would cut seriously into the 
markets of manufacturers, 


Exports Squeeze 


The interests of Britain as an 
exporting, industrial nation and 
as one of the supervisors of Ger- 
many’s peacetime reconstruction 
have hit a tight spot. One of Ger- 
many’s most favored and success- 
ful exports is the Volkswagen, the 
small car produced during the 
Nazi regime, although it was used 
very little in Germany. 

The Volkswagen competes with 
similar British models, so the Ger- 
man Volkswagen plant will be 
closed, more Germans will go hun- 
gry and big crates from London 
stamped with large letters, ‘Brit- 
ain delivers the goods,” will soon 
be carrying small British cars to 
the Latin-American, African and 
other markets. 

British chemical corporations 
have also taken over the former 
German chemical trade through- 
out Europe. Churchill was right 
when he said that the war was 
not over ideals or ideology, but 
over the trade and channels of 
empire. 


Army Morals 


A prediction that the already 
frighteningly high venereal disease 


rate (see X-Ray and Forecast) 
among American _ occupation 
troops will ‘continue to rocket,” 
was made by the VD control of- 
ficer for the European theater. 
“Food shortages, as they grow 
worse,” he explained, “will in- 
crease the promiscuity of girls, 
who will become more willing to 
sell themselves for chocolate bars 
and the necessities of life which 
soldiers can provide.” 

And evidence of the Army’s at- 
titude of acceptance of organized 
prostitution is offered by the peti- 
tion reportedly made by the Ti- 
entsin (China) Union of Prosti- 
tutes and Professional Entertain- 
ers to the United States provost 
marshal’s offices. The petition 
seeks to raise the established 
price for American enlisted men 
from 50 cents American to a dol- 
lar. The fifty cent fee, said the 
petition, is “too low to meet the 
livelihood of the prostitutes,” es- 
pecially when 20 per cent of tre 
charge must be deducted for “nec- 
essary soliciting and interpreting 
fees.” 


Alcoholism 
The dry forces of the country, 
which have for generations car- 
ried on programs for temperance 
and prohibition, are having to face 
(Continued in third column) 


X-Ray and Forecast (continued) 


ants ways and means of overthrowing their feudal governments. Rus- 
Sia is not offering these people “democracy” as we know it, but a new 
day of economic opportunity and a full stomach after generations of 
semi-slavery and famine. The plain fact is that Russia’s absolute dicta- 
torship looks good to them after what they have been having! 

What a shameful, hollow farce these facts make of Churchill’s 
words, spread throughout the American press, about “the horror of 
Russian police rule” threatening the sacred independence of the free 
peoples of Iran. Russia. is certainly a police government, but there is 
more that is oppressive about the Iran government than sacred. How- 
ever, Churchill is the spokesman for the great financial interests (oil) 
that control the news reports coming from those troubled areas. 


HURCHILL “FABLE.” To follow this idea further, Lady Astor, 
American born British aristocrat and for 25 years a member of 
Churchill’s own party in Parliament, recently blew the lid off the 
Churchill fable in an address before business leaders in New York. 
It is significant that the press generally suppressed her charges that 
Churchill was not a great war leader, but had been built up as one in 
the effort to save Britain’s aristocratic system trom war-born revolu- 
tionary changes in Britain. 

“His record is a series of fateful blunders veiled from the public 
eye,” said Lady Astor. While opposing the Laborites on almost every 
point, she said that she wanted publicly to concede that Attlee and Bevin 
were far more representative of the thought and hopes of the English 
people than was Churchill. 

But it is Churchill’s voice and policies which are still the guiding 
influence of Wall Street powers and the American State Department 
through which the American people have been herded into a wide- 
spread hysterical hostility against Russia, when understanding, patience, 
tolerance and a historical perspective are the only sources of hope. 
And these attributes are much more in accord with America’s real in- 
terests than war over the oil fields of Iran or the coal mines of 
Manchuria. 


“( “OOPERATION” IN INDONESIA. Both the British and the 

Dutch governments issued indignant but evasive denials that they 
had been using Japanese troops to suppress Indonesians who wanted 
to claim their rights under the Atlantic Charter. However, the Dutch 
Information Service recently published a report purportedly to relate 
that the Japanese generals were guilty of treachery in that they were 
pretending to assist the British and Dutch while they were really se- 
cretly sympathetic with the Indonesians. 

The report revealed that thousands of Japanese troops are still 
fully armed and have been cooperating with the British and Dutch, 
and that many of these Japanese troops and their commanders come 
from the same outfits that captured the Philippines and perpetrated 
the atrocities of Bataan and Corregidor. Now they are comrades of the 
British and Dutch imperial forces. They are being supplied by Amer- 
ican lend-lease materials and financed by American government loans 
made in polite cover-up diplomatic terms to the Dutch government. 


C= IN JAPAN. Christianity is definitely increasing in Japan. 

Reports from various sources indicate that a widespread increase 
of interest in evangelical Christianity is becoming one of the chief 
characteristics of the local life of the Japanese people. Thousands of 
Japanese Christians and workers who were driven underground by the 
war have returned to their communities and, in the midst of rubble and 
Starvation, are reorganizing Sunday schools and rebuilding churches 
while they meet in warehouses. 

Some of these days the Emperor’s family will announce its ac- 
ceptance of Christianity and then the great days will be upon us for 
Christianity in Asia. 
A STEP FORWARD. An unprecedented move among ministers in 

the Deep South has taken place in Knoxville, Tennessee. The 
white ministers’ association and the colored ministers’ alliance have 
joined forces in one large ministerial association. No special promotion 
from outside brought this about. The white ministerial union took the 
initiative, passed a resolution which included an invitation to the col- 
ored brethren and the colored pastors accepted. Another strong wall 
of protection against race riots in Knoxville has been erected. These 
men are leaders of their people. They'll see trouble when it is comiag, 
and know how to apply lasting remedies. 


Alcoholism 


(continued) 
the findings of the noted Yale 
School of Alcoholic Studies. This 
school has been carrying on re- 
search as to the true nature of 
alcoholism, 

Drunkenness is not a sin, it is 
not even intemperance! It is a 
mental and social maladjustment 
that can be treated only by going 
behind the habit and getting the 
victim right with his environment. 
A person turns to drink because 
he is already a wreck. He might 
turn to narcotics just as easily. 

The drys have a good come- 
back, however. ‘‘Sure he might 
turn to narcotics, except that 
narcotics are under control, as is 
everything else harmful—except 
alcohol!” 


Missionary Ambassador 


Friends of China and the Chris- 
tian movement in China are 
pleased to learn that a great 
Christian missionary statesman, 
Dr. J. Leighton Stuart, Presbyte- 
rian veteran educator of China, 
has been appointed new United 
States Ambassador to the Flow- 
ery Kingdom. Let a few more 
moves like that start to charac- 
terize White House action and 
State Department attitudes and 
we'll find peace becoming much 
more of an attainable reality. 


RFC Financing 


(continued ) 

ment property, and its record 
here, too, is unsatisfactory in the 
extreme. The comptroller’s report 
said that some properties were 
sold before they had been declar- 
ed surplus, and that “at no time 
did the RFC possess a reliable 
record, either in quantities or in 
dollars, of the surplus properties 
and commodities which had been 
turned over to it for disposal.” 

“Cash” was permitted to ac- 
cumulate without being entered 
on the books, reported investiza- 
tors for the Comptroller’s office. 
The New York office of the RFC, 
for instance, had $1,200,000 in its 
“cash drawers,” some of the 
money in the form of year-old 
checks. Investigators at other of- 
fices reported similar discoveries. 
About $50,000,000 received from 
surplus property sales was lying 
around “unidentified.” 

“All this,” said Mr. Warren, 
mildly at first, “has been respon- 
sible in part for the adverse crit- 
icism directed at the disposal pro- 
gram.” Then he cracked down. 
“The only cure is a complete and 
basic revision, not only of RFC 
accounting methods, but also of 
its concept of its functions.” 

Most of the press has suppress- 
ed this story. Only a few papers 
gave it deserved space. Because 
most of the millions of unaccount- 
ed for cash went into the pockets 
of America’s greatest corpora- 
tions, the effort to keep this enor- 
mous scandal quiet will no doubt 
continue. Already congressional 
stooges for the large interests in- 
volved are endeavoring to smother 
the story there. 





